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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


Since my first message earlier this year, and most regrettably, the date we chose and 
published for our 2013 N.C.N.A. Coin Show was later taken by the C.S.N.A. as their 
Show date for their 2013 Southern California Coin Show. Thus we have had to cancel 
our Vallejo Show for this year as we would draw from the same dealer pool and having 
the same date would make it very difficult to compete for dealers to attend our Show. It 
is very sad indeed that there is not more cooperation and reliable contact between 
California coin clubs and larger numismatic organizations to avoid such show date 
conflicts. At atime when commercial coin shows are expanding in California, especially 
Northern California, such cooperation is critical and more important than ever before. 
Local Coin Clubs, along with State and national numismatic organizations often depend 
on income from their Annual Coin Shows for a majority of their operating budgets. 
Additionally, youth programs, coin hobby promotion events, journals and Club bulletins 
and educational programs to support our coin collecting hobby are often all dependant on 
funds generated by Coin Show activities. 


On a more positive note: New initiatives to benefit both members and the numismatic 
community in general are being successfully organized by the new Board. Retroactively, 
we have just completed our 2011 dated silver medal program to commemorate the 50" 
Anniversary of the Northern California Numismatic Association. The final mintage for 
our 2011 silver medal will be 23 (lowest mintage in the series!) and we expect delivery of 
ordered medals to begin by early July. The medal will feature a view of San Francisco 
from Treasure Island and the traditional “Gold Miner” on the reverse. 


The N.C.N.A. Board has also established the “Gordon Russell Donnell Award”. This 
award will consist of a bronze medal with an image of Gordon and a blank reverse, 
suitable for engraving the award recipient name. These medals have now been struck and 
delivered and distribution based on request has now begun. This award will be somewhat 
unique for the N.C.N.A., as it will be offered to N.C.N.A. member Coin Clubs (Max. 2 
per year), to recognize their Club members who hopefully share the enthusiasm, ideals 
and numismatic spirit as exemplified by Gordon Donnell. For the first inaugural year, the 
Board has decided to supply requested medals at no charge. Thereafter, likely a charge 
based on our costs, but this is still under consideration. 


I have just retired from my work and to celebrate this major event in my life, will be 
away on a European trip until the end of July. I am looking forward to continue serving 
the membership. I encourage you to contact me with questions or ideas, which you feel 
are appropriate. The best contact method is e mail: fredvdh@ gmail.com , replies may 
have some delay due to my travels. 


Fred G. van den Haak 
May 2013 


THE MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


“T Am A Slow Walker; But, I Never Walk Backwards.”----Abraham Lincoln 


With all the adversity and issues that confront and challenge our Association, as alluded in our 
‘President’s Message’ and on the next pages in the Gold Miner Diggings, it is imperative that both our 
Executive Officers and our Board of Directors plus, most importantly, our members----/ndividuals and 
Clubs----remember Lincoln’s commentary. 


Our direction should be as engraved on the coinage of the Bahamas, ‘Forward, Upward, and 
Onward Together’. There are difficulties and damnations; however, what in life is not agonized with 
difficulties and damnations? 


The current Executive Officers, led by President Fred G. van den Haak, are accepting these 
difficulties and damnations with concentration and challenge. Some positives have been accomplished. 
Much needs to be done. 


While nice pronouncements can fill the few pages here in this reduced NCNA HEADS AND 
TALES, our effort is ‘together’, as the motto of the Bahamas states. You, our Members, are an integral 
part of the solution, to confront and to challenge the adversities and issues: coin show date confusions, 
declined membership, and a presence here in northern California organized numismatics. 


How might you help? 


First, support your Executive Officers. Let them know your moral support and backing. It may be 
only words; yet, words in troubled times, can inspire and can comfort. 


Second, keep abreast of trends and happenings about organized numismatics around northern 
California and inform your Executive Officers. 


Third, invite others to join our Association. The dues are cheap. What are Association does is 
here, right here, around here, and for here in northern California, and 


Fourth, share your insights and ideas. Just maybe one could be a catalyst for something new and 
exciting here in northern California organized numismatics. 


I, and others, can offer comments; but, what is needed are your constructive comments. 

Closing, this Mintmaster’s Quill began with a quotation about walking, and this one may 
conclude its message: “If We Are Facing The Right Direction, All We Have To Do Is 
Keep On Walking.”----Buddhist Proverb 


Remember: Have Fun With Your Hobby! Always Serye Others! Enjoy Your Collecting! 
And, Create Hope and Do Good! 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA Happenings 


First, ‘THE BAD NEWS’ 
2014 NCNA November Show CANCELLED 


While there were excited pronouncements in the January 2013 NCNA HEADS AND TALES and a News 
Release issued, with promotion and preparing commenced, all these ‘came crashing down’. President 
Fred G. van den Haak noted in his ‘President’s Message’ our compatriots, the California State 
Numismatic Association (CSNA), for its Southern California Convention scheduled the same weekend. 
Since our Association competes for the same coin dealers in the bourse and since two Northern California 
Numismatic Association (NCNA) Executive Officers are also California State Numismatic Association 
(CSNA) Executive Officers, our Association had no alternative but to CANCELLED. 


What is doubly hurtful with this date conflict was that our date was announced and reported to the 
numismatic community and to the responsible individuals in our neighbors, CSNA. With this 
cancellation, it is now virtually impossible for our Association to schedule and to arrange a coin show. 


Again, our once planned Saturday, November 24, 2013 NCNA Show is CANCELLED. 
NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


As can be viewed and read, NCNA HEADS AND TALES has been reduced. After three plus decades, the 
number of pages must be restricted to five (5) double sided maximum to hold down duplication charges 
and mailing costs, which were becoming excessive with the United States Postal Service’s (USPS) greedy 
extra charge for the ‘flat rate’, even using discounted postage! Equally, with only fifty-nine (59) 
Individual Members and sixteen (16) Club Members----our lowest membership numbers in our entire fifty 
plus years----the cost, and with no new revenue, could no longer be justified. Using white paper and 
reduced weight due to the fewer number of pages, keeping it within the one ounce First Class Rate, 
significant savings can be applied. Sadly, after thirty plus years, the famous goldenrod paper is gone. 


Now, ‘THE GOOD NEWS’ 
Golden Jubilee/Fiftieth Anniversary Medals 


As reported in the ‘President’s Message’, the final confirmed ordered mintage is twenty-three (23) silver 
with no off-medals. The striking has been ordered, by Masterpiece Medallions of Claremont, California, 
and the delivery is anticipated soon. With our President on an extended retirement cruise, the mailing and 
delivery of the finished medals would be expedited by our combination Treasurer and Editor. Patience Is 
Asked. Hopefully, distribution should be completed by the end of June 2013. 


‘Donnell Award’ 


After a two year plus unneeded delay and other complications, our new service honor----for our Club 
Members, local coin clubs to bestow----has been implemented and the medals received and ready. The 
initial announcement was the January 2013 NCNA HEADS AND TALES. So far, these Club Members 
(Note: Only local coin clubs current members of our Association can apply and request a maximum of 
two ‘Donnell Awards’ per calendar year) have responded, in order: 
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DELTA COIN CLUB, Stockton, California, One Request and Presented, January 11, 2013 


REDWOOD EMPIRE COIN CLUB, Santa Rosa, California, Two Requested and Presented, 
February 15, 2013 


CUPERTINO COIN CLUB, Cupertino, California, Two Requests and Pending 
SAN FRANCISCO COIN CLUB, San Francisco, California, Two Requests and Pending 


Sidebar: These uniface bronze ‘Donnell Award’ medals have been reviewed by several since the 
delivery, and every comment has been positive and remarking, “it looks just like Gordon.” 


Requests and inquiries may be to either EMPERORI@juno.com or ‘PO Box 4101, Vallejo, California, 
94590-0410’. 


‘Miller Medal’ 


Our Association’s coveted ‘Miller Medal’ remains, and one confirmed written nomination has been 
received to date. This honor, which carries the name of the respected and remembered Ronald Lee ‘Ron’ 
Miller (1944—1993), continues as our Association’s most visual and prominent service to northern 
California organized numismatics. 


President van den Haak would enjoy accepting additional written and documented nominations; but, he 
reminds that the standards and criteria for any selectees this year and coming years shall be rigorous. 


The deadline is June 30, 2013, and this deadline is mandatory. Since President van den Haak is ‘sailing 
the seven seas in celebration of his retirement from Stanford University’, nominations may be mailed to 
the aforementioned post office box: ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410”. 


Sidebar: Included with this NCNA HEADS AND TALES issue is the most current and complete 


roster of the prior recipients. Needless to say, one can be nominated any number of times but awarded the 
‘Miller Medal’ only once. 


Note: If anyone would appreciate a copy of the Policies which govern these two awards---- 
‘Donnell Award’ and ‘Miller Medal’----write to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 


Coin Show Schedule 


The last pages of this reduced NCNA HEADS AND TALES have the latest Coin Show Schedule. The 
free complimentary distribution of hardcopies, due to costs, has been stopped. The Schedule is posted on 
www.solanocoinclub.com and can be accessed from that site. 


Board of Directors and Executive Officers 


While much has not been good and much has to be done to rectify negative issues, the current Executive 
Officers have met and continue to meet, seeking solutions. 


Your comments, constructive, would be welcomed. President van den Haak, upon his return in late July, 
would enjoy reading and reviewing your thoughts. Mail to ‘PO Box 60484, Palo Alto, California, 94306- 


0484’. 


Greetings! My name is Taylor Webb. I am an YN hobbyist from Fremont, CA. This is a 
new thing for me, but I will do my best to share my thoughts. First, a background of me: I was & 
born in San Jose, CA and have lived in Nor-Cal all my life. I was introduced to my grandfather’s 
Lincoln cent Whitman folder at age 8 or 9, and have been hooked ever since. This is now 5 years 
that I have been active in the hobby, as I am now 13. 


First a few tips about getting into coin collecting! 


1) Buy the book before the coin. [ highly recommend this approach because, if you know 
about what you are buying, you are less likely to lose money in the long run. The more 
knowledge you have the better. 

2) Specialize, don’t try to know it all. I know this from experience, as I did it myself. Do 
not try to learn it all, because you are almost certain to fail. Instead, pick a numismatic 
topic you like and stay with it. Through reading a LOT, you can become an expert in that 
area. Then you might be able to widen your numismatic scope. Knowing it all comes 
after a long time of involvement in the numismatic hobby. 

3) Take the time to learn how to grade. A lot of people are saying that you shouldn’t 
bother learning how to grade. I disagree. Even though the major certification services are 
grading an increasingly large number of coins, there are still large majorities that aren’t 
slabbed. It will also help with picking out coins that are Premium quality for the grade. 
These coins trade sight-seen at higher prices than other lesser quality coins. You can earn 
a large amount of money from just picking out PQ coins. 

4) Pay the extra dollar for PQ coins. This is another topic that I failed in myself. When I 
went to coin shows when I was just starting, I would try to get the most coins I could for 
the amount of money I brought. I paid no attention to the quality of the coins I was 
buying. Instead, you should buy the best coin you can afford. Even if you don’t get as 
many coins, eventually it will add up to a great collection. You will thank yourself in the 
future. 

5) Lastly, join the coin club/forum. Coin clubs offer many great things for the immerging 
numismatist. They offer you the opportunity to discuss coins with other collector. It is 
through this interaction, that people become well knowledgeable numismatists. Coin 
internet forums offer you the opportunity to ask questions, answer questions, all the while 
become a better numismatist. You can do this at any time of day, from the comfort of 
your own home. I am not a member of any internet forums currently, because of my age, 
but I will in the future. 

Thanks for letting me share my tips! © 
Happy Collecting! 
Taylor Webb 
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RECALLING RON---GONE BUT STILL REMEMBERED 


“I Count Myself In Nothing Else So Happy, As In A Soul Remembering My Good Friends.”--- 
-Shakespeare 


It has been two decades, since March 16, 1993, when Ronald Lee ‘Ron’ Miller was 
tragically murdered in his Fremont, California coin shop. 


In the weeks following, there were tributes in various California periodicals and local 
newspapers, summing up that Ron was an ‘ambassador to numismatics’: attending a coin show 
nearly every weekend, belonging to over fifteen (15) local coin clubs as well as national and 
specialty groups, serving as President of the Fremont Coin Club, San Jose Coin Club, and 
Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA), as well as other positions. His most 
notable contribution was cofounding the Fremont Coin Club back 1971. In addition, he was a 
frequent speaker at local coin clubs, a generous supporter toward local coin club activities, and a 
staunch supporter of youth numismatics, plus a recognized authority in California tokens and 
Buffalo Nickels, which he once addressed as his niche. 


While it has been twenty years, and many may not remember him, his presence is still 
felt. At Fremont Coin Club meetings, every once in a while, his name is mentioned, always in 
respect and reverence. Among coin dealers, who have been in the business for many years, his 
name is spoken in kindness and acknowledgement of his knowledge and enthusiasm for our 
hobby, and his famous labeled coin holders and flips still appear just as the day that he marked 
and stapled these. 


These are all good, and these speak of the legacy Ron left. His legacy is not just 
memories or his famous flit-tipped written wavy lined flips with that unique left hand writing; no 
it is greater lessons. 


Ron preached quality. Buy and collect quality, not just the highest grade or best choice 
specimen, but, quality in the look and rarity. His talks always punctuated that quality never 
deteriorates nor loses its luster and only earns value and enjoyment years afterward. 


Ron believed in service. His aforementioned short summary only tips the iceberg of his 
service. He committed himself to service in those groups that he joined and became active. He 
once remarked to this author that after a particular grueling ordeal at a local coin club board 
meeting he thought about quitting. | asked what he did: he returned to the next board meeting 
and continued, rising to become its President. 


Ron encouraged others to participate. He wanted not so much others to replace him in a 
particular position or assignment, but to join in the effort. He firmly believed and advocated, by 
his own example, that one should be more than a dues-paying member: one should be a 


committed and contributing member. 


Ron never forgot that family is first. With all his shop hours, weekends at shows, and 
regular cycle of meetings, family was first. A fellow coin hobbyist of many years, Fred G. van 
den Haak still recalls that he and Ron would always talk about their families and children rather 
than a potential coin purchase. Also, my late Mother never forgot Ron telephoning a message 
saying that he could not attend an evening event since one of his children was quite sick, 
remarking as the dad he had to be with his kid. 


It is these that endure, and among those dwindling number of acquaintances, customers, 
and friends, there a legacy: something now two decades later that lasts and cannot be forgotten. 


For those of us, who knew Ron, purchased coins from him, were associated in positions 
along side of him, and still remember the telephone call reporting his tragic passing, we cannot 
forget. It is in this vane that this remembrance was written: to remind us that Ron was that 
‘ambassador to numismatics’. 


To continue his legacy, in the immediate years after his passing, the Northern California 
Numismatic Association (NCNA) established the ‘Ron Miller Memorial Award’, ‘The Miller 
Medal’, as it is named. This annual award has honored several Californian coin celebrants in its 
nearly two decades and is intended to instill and to inspire his example for decades yet to be. 


Closing, Bruce Lee once remarked that “The Key To Immortality Is First Living A life 
Worth Remembering.” Nothing speaks of his legacy plus more eloquently of Ronald Lee ‘Ron’ 
Miller. 


--MichaelS. Turrine 
Vallejo, California 


Michael S. Turrini, active and avid California based coin celebrant, was associated with the late Ron 
Miller in the Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA) and purchased several prized 
coins from him, particularly a very high grade 1934S Peace Dollar. Mr. Turrini was bestowed the 
first ‘Miller Medal’ back in 1995. 


COIN SHOW SCHEDULE 


These coin Club show listings are provided as a free service to the numismatic 
community by the Northern California Numismatic Association. Show listings are updated 
quarterly and are available without cost to member Coin Clubs. If you would like to have a 
show listed, please send all pertinent show information early to: N.C.N.A., Fred G. van den 
Haak, P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306-0484. You may also e mail the information to: 
fredvdh@gmail.com 
The joint website for the Fairfield Coin Club, Solano Silver Round Club, Vallejo Numismatic 
Society and Northern California Numismati8c Association is: www.solanocoinclub.com 


June 23-3, 2013 MODESTO. Stanislaus County Coin Club, Annual Coin and 
Collectibles Show, Modesto Centre Plaza, 1000 L Street (at 
10% and K Streets), Modesto. Bourse: Brandilyn Gilmer, 
P.O. Box 1672, Modesto, Ca 95393-1672. Phone: (209) 
492-9028. 

July 27-8, 2013 EREMONT. Fremont Coin Club 41st Annual Show, Elk’s 
Hall, 38991 Farwell Drive, Fremont, Ca. Information: 
(510) 792-1511; Bourse: Vince Lacariere, P.O. Box 
1401, Fremont, Ca. 94538 

Aug. 11, 2013 EAIRFIELD. Fairfield Coin Club 24th Annual Coin Show, 
Willow Room, Fairfield Community Center (downtown), 
1000 East Kentucky off Pennsylvania. Admission $1 
Bourse Coordinator: Robert Belleau (707) 567-6938, 
P.O.Box 944, Fairfield, CA 94533-0094 

Sept. 22,2013 LIVERMORE. Livermore Valley Coin Club Third Fall 
Coin Show, Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur, Livermore. 
Bourse: Steve Kramer, P.O. Box 610, Livermore, Ca. 
94551. Phone (925) 422-3794. 

Sept.28, 2013 VALLEJO. C.S.N.A. The 14 Annual Northern California 
Educational Symposium, hosted by the Vallejo Numismatic 
Society. Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum, 734 Marin 
Street at Capital, in Downtown Vallejo. Four speakers have 
been scheduled. Theme: ‘Coin Designers + Coins=Coin 
Collectors’. Registration for this all day event begins at 
9AM with presentations beginning at 10AM; the afternoon 
program begins at 2PM. This is a “free” event and all 
interested collectors are welcome to attend. Ample free 
parking is available. 

Oct. 19-20, 2013 STOCKTON. Delta Coin Club 49" Annual Coin Show, 
Eagles Hall, 1492 Bourbon Street, Stockton. Bourse: 
Ruben Smith lll, P.O. Box 5787, Stockton, CA. 95205. 
Phone (209) 982-5961, E Mail: rubensmith@hotmail.com. 
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Nov. 3, 2013 


Nov. 2, 2014 


Nov. 1, 2015 


SAN JOSE. Peninsula Coin Club 34th Annual Coins and 
Collectibles Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague 
Expressway, San Jose. Bourse: Fred van den Haak, 
P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306. Phone: 

(650) 380-4181 EMail: fredvdh@gmail.com 

SAN JOSE. Peninsula Coin Club 35th Annual Coins and 
Collectibles Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague 
Expressway, San Jose. Bourse: Fred van den Haak, 
P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306. Phone: 

(650) 380-4181 EMail: fredvdh@gmail.com 

SAN JOSE. Peninsula Coin Club 36th Annual Coins and 
Collectibles Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague 
Expressway, San Jose. Bourse: Fred van den Haak, 
P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306. Phone: 

(650) 380-4181 EMail: fredvdh@gmail.com 


